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Borthwick  Memorial Golf Tournament 2019 
 

We have been fortunate to have been the recipients of the Borthwick 
Memorial Golf Tournament, at the Hamilton Golf and Country Club, 
for the last three years. We reflect on the impact that this partnership 
has had on our agency. Funds received from the Hamilton Golf and 
Country Club foundation have allowed us to provide services to more 
people in our community. Now, the final installment will be used for 
an exciting new project that will permanently expand our residential 
and respite programs.  This year, we were recipients along with other 
impactful charities in our community:  McMaster Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, Neighbour 2 Neighbour, the Alzheimer Society of 
Hamilton and Halton, and Ancaster Community Services. 

This issue of Rygiel News carries many emotions. As you will read, we lost 3 
people who had been in our service for several decades each. We also have had 
many retirements over the summer and fall, of employees who served for a number 
of decades each. These losses do bring sadness, but, there is also a peace that is 
felt. For the people supported, they each lived many, many years beyond medical 
expectation. I believe their long lives came from the love of family, the standard of 
care we deliver and from the emotional security that they had from their dedicated 
staff and consistency in care. There is a peace in knowing that each lived long and 
meaningful lives and during the final phase of their life journey, they were each 
accompanied by people who loved them dearly – family, roommates and staff. 
 

For our retirees, it is hard to say good bye to people after such a long time. We will 
miss their presence and definitely, their compassionate care to all the people they 
supported. We also hold peace in these losses as we know these employees are 
moving onto a new phase in their life and will hopefully have time to relax, enjoy 
family and have some new experiences. We wish them all well. 
 

As a result of the passing of 3 people, we have begun welcoming new individuals 
into the Rygiel family. With the compassionate qualities of their new roommates 
and staff who welcome the people, we hope the adjustment to their new home is 
positive and heartening. 
 

The fall has been a busy time as the agency updated its Strategic Plan for the 
coming three years, finally received its budget package for the current fiscal year 
and prepared it for submission, and continued to explore new ways of being 
responsive to numerous unmet needs of people in service and those waiting for 
service. We are very grateful to many community partners who join us in our efforts 
to fulfill our mandate. 
 
And now that November has arrived, we begin to prepare for the beautiful season 

of Christmas. There is much anticipation throughout the agency.  

Message from the Executive Director 



Rygiel Homes Housing Corporation Update: 
Annual Golf Tournament  

Kathy Marino  
 
Kathy has 
been part of 
the Rygiel 
family for 
over 40 
years.  In 
her fifty 
years she 
accomplished what many of us 
never will. Kathy was very 
strong and determined. She was 
very good at making her needs 
known and getting what she 
needed and wanted. Kathy 
enjoyed being social and her 
laugh was contagious. Kathy 
loved attention. She brought out 
the goodness of others, touched 
many lives and opened many 
hearts. She will forever be 
loved.  

Jennifer DeWitte 
 
Jennifer had 
been supported 
by Rygiel since 
she just was four 
years old.  
Jennifer lived at 
our first building 
on Whitney 
Avenue.  She 
loved to listen to music and have 
books read to her. She was quiet 
but could get your attention 
when she needed to 
communicate with you. She was 
ill and many times was told she 
would not survive, but defied the 
odds proving time and time 
again that she was a fighter.  All 
of her friends and family at 
Rygiel will always remember and 
be inspired by her strong spirit.  

Mary-Lynn Dayves 
 
Mary-Lynn Dayves lived with 
Rygiel for many years. She was 
very strong and patient, with a 
kind, caring and sympathetic 
heart, deeply cared about the 
people in her life. Mary-Lynn 
was a joy to be around and put 
a smile on the face of anyone 
she was with. During her time, 
her smile touched many of us. 
She was very expressive with 
her eyes and was able to let it 
be known how she was feeling 
and what her mood was.  Mary-
Lynn enjoyed being pampered. 
One of her favourite things to 
do was to get dressed up for 
special occasions. Mary-Lynn 
will be fondly remembered for 
the love and joy she brought to 
us.  

This Summer, our Housing Corporation hosted its 11th annual Golf Tournament at Glendale Golf and 
Country Club.  With thanks to our hard working committee, numerous volunteers, generous sponsors 
and talented golfers, our tournament was a very successful fundraising initiative. The funds we raise in 
our annual golf tournament as essential to the work of Rygiel’s housing corporation. It is with these 
funds that we are able to make accessibility modifications and renovations to our homes and 
administrative and community hub. This year’s tournament is arguably more important than ever as we 
plan to expand our service in the near future. Our 12th annual Golf Tournament will take place on July 
9th, 2020 at Glendale Golf and Country Club!  

In Memory of Our Dear Friends 

Left to right:  Kristin , Councilor Terry  
Whitehead, Anne, Betty  

Left to right: Brenda, Alicia,  Victoria, 
Ljubica, Eric, Katie 

Left to right:   Cole, Paula, Gabriel 
and Nina  



 

Upcoming Meetings:  
 

Tuesday December 10th 2019 
Tuesday January 14th 2020 
Tuesday February 11th 2020 
Tuesday March 10th 2020 
Tuesday April 14th 2020 
Tuesday May 12th 2020 
Tuesday June 16th 2020 

People First:  
Rygiel Chapter 

 
People First Rygiel Chapter had a great founding 
year. The membership consists of people who have 
been labeled with an intellectual disability. Their 
mandate is to advocate for rights – human rights, 
citizenship rights, accommodation rights and 
language rights.  The Chapter is hoping  make 
meaningful changes for people in our community. 
Interested in joining? Contact Brenda Kiss at 905 628 
1134 or Viola Galamini at 905 525 4311 ext. 223.  

Acoustic Nights 
 

 
Our talented staff have continued to come up 
with new and exciting events for our 
community. Over the summer our Community 
Participation Program hosted two successful 
Open Mic Nights. This is an amazing 
opportunity to bring our entire community 
together, those who are supported by Rygiel, 
family, friends and neighbours. Entry is always 
free for performers!  Check our Facebook page 
for notices of our next Acoustic Night. Come out 
and share your musical talents.  

Tori and Andrew, two dedicated members of Rygiel’s team 
and the organizers of Acoustic Night!  

Happy Retirement! 

 
 
 
Giving Tuesday demonstrates the collective impact we 
have when we come together as a community.   
 

Spending time with loved ones during the holidays 
contributes to a meaningful life.  This year, on our very 
first Giving Tuesday, help us raise money to support 
our Christmas Day Dinner, for those without families. 
Help give everyone in the Rygiel community the 
opportunity to be with others and share in the holiday 
spirit.   

Join us this December 3
rd  

at 

www.givingtuesday.ca/partners/rygiel1  

Or contact Alicia at 905-525-4747 ext. 233 

Douglas Anderson 9 years of service 
Krystina Dubrawski 36 years of service 
Daniella Kras 32 years of Service  
Mary Mcsweeny 49 years of service  
Grazyna Nyga 17 years of service 
Ewa Rzepinska 18 years of service 
Maria Smyk 29 years of service 
Elzbieta Sokolowski 21 years of service 
Magarita Solorzano 16 years of service 
Smiljia Teofilovic 21 years of service 
Mary Tomlinson 15 years of service 
Corrine Walker 13 years of service  
 
 
This season, we say thank you and happy 
retirement, to many committed staff members of 
Rygiel, for their dedicated service over the years 
that enhanced the lives of all the people they 
served.  

Time:  
5:30pm-7pm 
 
Location: 
220 Cranbrook Drive 
Hamilton 

Look for updates in our next newsletter!  

We Are Almost there!  
Rygiel is in the process of being accredited! 

We are in the final stages of the accreditation 
process. We looks forward to having a stamp of 
approval that it’s improving the quality of service 
being provides to people supported.  

Our documentation has been submitted 
The review is underway 

We welcome Focus Accreditation in 
January to complete their on-site visit 



For more 
information or to 
make a donation 
contact us at: 
 
Rygiel Supports 
for Community 
Living 
 
220 Cranbrook 
Drive, Hamilton ON 
L9C 5V7 
 
905-525-4311 
www.rygiel.ca 

 Dish sets 

 Microwaves 

 Commercial Blenders 

 Electronics; tablets, laptops 

 Flat screen TVs 

 New bedding (single size) 

 Bath Towels 

 Gift cards for Walmart, The Bay 

and Shoppers Drug Mart 

 Contributions towards kitchen 

updates 

 Contributions towards ramp   

repairs 

 Contributions towards our Bazaar 

Raffle and Penny Sale 

 

Donation Wish List 

Engage With Us!  
 
For more information about our events, volunteer opportunities, or to 
schedule a donation drop off please contact our Community Resource 
Facilitator Alicia at ext. 233 or adejong@rygiel.ca 

Follow us @Rygielsupportshamilton 

Are you a donor? Look out in your mailbox for our upcoming donor feedback 
survey  


