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It has been a different start to this new fiscal year. We have not received our
budget package from the Ministry as of now. It is a couple months behind due to
the changes within government. This has resulted in uncertainty and challenges
in planning our service for this coming year. However, true to the nature of our
staff, families, volunteers and people we support, “business” has continued with
the same compassion and commitment that is the tradition in our agency. Spring
is a time set aside to thank our volunteers – citizens who selflessly give of their
time and talents to help in so many ways. Without this continued dedication, our
service would be compromised. Instead, it is richer because of our volunteers.



The agency is in its final stages of preparation for Accreditation and this
summer, the Board will begin its work on updating its Strategic Priorities. All of
this strengthens the agency and ensures we are on the path that most
effectively leads to the agency Vision. Thank you everyone for your contribution
to our service.
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Success at our Lasagna Dinner
Thank you for coming to our 2019
Lasagna Dinner Fundraising event!
This year’s dinner was a great success.
It is with thanks to our dedicated
volunteers and generous community we
were able to almost double our
proceeds from last year’s dinner.
Community Sponsors:

Event Donors:
The Art Gallery of Ontario
Cineplex Ancaster
Colleen Clemeti
Conquistador
John Dalgeish
James Demarchi
Leo and Theresa Didero
Greensville Gourmet
Ippolito Group
Eric Jensen
La Piazza Allegra
Metro
Medpro
Pat Mostacci
Shannon and Chris
Overholster
Duke and Kay O’Sullivan
Georgina Radakovic
Sasso
Angela Sherman
Sweet Paradise
The Keg Hamilton

Zvezdana Vukicevic
Ron West

Volunteers:
Mariola Celuch
Colleen Clementi
Joanne Cimini
Samantha Forte
Victoria Gut
Theresa Haworth
Sonya Hazell
Eve Khoo
Barbara Laboda
Jessica Spec
Greg Spec
Melanie Spec
Iwana Oleksak
Fioretta Marrancone
Helena Medeiros
Julie Walters
Ian Wong
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Philanthropy Spotlight: Sam
Shamshon and LoPresti Pharmacy
10 years ago, when Sam became the owner of Lopresti Pharmacy, he
was personally touched by Rygiel’s mission. Many of you know LoPresti
Pharmacy and Sam Shamshon. Sam is an active member of the
Hamilton community and has been an ongoing partner of Rygiel‘s. Sam
and LoPresti Pharmacy aren't just generous donors. Sam provides
countless contributions to our agency in the form of community and staff
training, computer software that is essential for managing medications, at
home vaccinations, special event sponsorship and more.
“Supporting the community and being involved is not an option for me. It is something we must do. We are
all dealt random hands in this world and it is our duty to be active in ensuring everyone in our community
is supported”
In the future Sam hopes to see Rygiel acquire more homes, and hopes to work together to use innovative
ways of engaging the community and raising awareness. Thank you Sam, for being a fierce advocate, an
active partner, and a generous member of the Rygiel family.

In Memory of
Adrian D’Andrea

In Memory of
Thomas Geiss

On March 19, 2019
we lost our dear friend
Adrian D’Andrea after
his long and valiant
battle with illness.
Adrian was very well
known by many of us
due to his long
association
with
Rygiel, his gregarious
personality, and his
unwavering dedication
to his job providing the
mountain portion of
our Internal Mail Route. Adrian fought his health
issues with grace, humility and incredible
strength of body and character.
Many of
Adrian’s friends, staff, and former staff visited
him in the hospital regularly and assisted him
and his family during this difficult time. Adrian
was often found to be smiling and welcoming to
visitors even while in great pain. He showed us
all how to be brave. Adrian loved his friends and
family deeply. We will all miss Adrian very much;
his smiling face, his memorable laugh, and his
tight hugs. We are all lucky to have known and
been loved by Adrian.

Recently, many of us were
heavy-hearted
to
hear
about the passing of Tom
Geiss.
Tom will be
remembered as someone
with an infectious laugh
who loved his family very
much.
One of Tom’s
favourite activities was to
go to the mall, which would
almost
always
include
having a leisurely lunch.
Tom enjoyed the mall so
much because this was the place he stood the
best chance of running into one of his friends.
Tom’s face would light up if someone
approached us to say hi, especially if it was a
teacher or fellow student from his school days.
Tom had a great appreciation for pro wrestling
and for emergency service personnel. He loved
listening to his police scanner and cheering on
his heroes, or watching the TV show Cops and
loudly rooting for the good guys! Tom will be
deeply missed by all who knew him, but will
always be remembered as part of the Rygiel
Family.

Donors Make A Difference!
This past year has demonstrated the great strength abilities of our community. In our 52nd year in Hamilton,
the contributions made to our agency have allowed us to provide the best quality service possible to ensure
the people we support live meaningful lives. Over the last number of years Rygiel has seen growth that can
only be attributed to the generosity of our community. Our new home, at the old St. Catherine of Siena
school, has opened up opportunities to us that were not possible without a permanent, accessible hub. In
addition to our administrative and community hub, our donors have helped us continue to evolve the
accessibility of our homes. Just a few of the things we have accomplished this last year are: renovating one
of our home’s kitchens, bathrooms and hallways to make them more accessible for the people who live
there; repaving and leveling one of our home’s driveways to ensure safety for wheelchairs and anyone
visiting the home; and our most recent venture, the opening of Rygiel’s Seating Clinic at our Administrative
and Community Hub on the west mountain. Thank you to all of our donors for their continued generosity and
support!

Rygiel’s Seating Clinic

RBC Volunteer Crew

Rygiel’s very own seating clinic has begun
operations for the people we support. The need in
our community is growing, and with year-long wait
times it became evident that our own clinic was
needed. With the help of a referral from the
Niagara Seating Clinic, our first clinic took place
on March 14th of this year and continues to take
place every other Thursday. Our newest Service
Coordinator, Lupka Sajdak, has been taking the
lead on this much needed resource.

Our friends at RBC visited us for a great afternoon
of landscaping and spring cleaning in the garden
at one of our homes. Bushes were trimmed, soil
was turned, weeds were weeded and fun was had!
While the weather was not perfect, RBC
employees from all over Souther Ontario, along
with people supported by Rygiel and staff worked
hard on a cold May day. We love hosting volunteer
groups because it not only provide us with an extra
set of hands, but it also gives us a chance to
extend our welcoming arms, get to know our
neighbours, and build stronger relationships with
our community. Thank you for your hard work!

Celebrating Moms
Our second annual mother’s day celebration was
a gorgeous afternoon of food, music and new
activities. Our Community Participation program
worked hard to make this year’s celebration
unique. Our moms and guests participated in a
collaborative art project. Every guest was asked
to contribute a reflection of self expression to a
piece. The piece will be put on display at our
administrative and community hub for viewing.
This event is just one of many events put on
yearly by the dedicated staff of our community
participation program. They are responsible for
food, décor, music and so much more at many of
Rygiel’s events.

Golf With Us!
Rygiel’s Golf Tournament is back and we can’t
wait to see your golf game! Please join us at
Glendale Golf and Country Club on July 17, 2019
for a wonderful afternoon of Golf with a shotgun
start, a chance to win a personalized Muskoka
chair, and a chance to bid on accommodations
for four in Muskoka with a foursome pass to both
Lake Joseph Club and Mark O’Meara course at
Grandview!
Each registration include the afternoon of golf, a
golf cart, lunch, dinner, raffle tickets, hole-in-one
and closest to the pin contest!
Limited sponsorship
available.

opportunities

are

still

To register for golf or for sponsorship information
please contact Alicia at adejong@rygiel.ca or
905-525-4747 ext. 233. You do not need a full
foursome to register! Please see the flyer
attached for details.
We hope to see you on the green!

Donation Wish List









Dish sets
Microwaves
Commercial Blenders
Electronics; tablets, laptops
Flat screen TVs
New bedding (single size)
Bath Towels
Gift cards for Walmart, The Bay
and Shoppers Drug Mart

Contact Us!






Contributions
towards
kitchen
updates
Contributions
towards
ramp
repairs
Gardening supplies and seedlings

Engage with us!
We have many diverse volunteer opportunities available. For information,
about volunteering, our events, or to discuss a donation please contact our
Community Resource Facilitator Alicia De Jong at adejong@rygiel.ca or
phone 905-525-4747 ext. 233.

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/rygielhamilton

Rygiel Supports
for Community
Living
220 Cranbrook Drive,
Hamilton ON L9C 5V7
905-525-4311
www.rygiel.ca

