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Rygiel News 

We would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who helped make our 
Lasagna Dinner an amazing success. It was truly a community gathering. We 
would not have been able to do it without the help of our dedicated volunteers, 
generous donors, and engaged community.  Rygiel’s friends gathered to enjoy 
delicious food and amazing music by local entertainer, Tony Ieuluzzi.  Thank you 
again to everyone who came together to make this evening an unforgettable one. 
We would like to specifically thank the following:  
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Message from the Executive Director 
This edition shares with you a number of events.  Thanks to the hard work and 
commitment of so many people, these events are successful and success is 
defined by the engagement of many people with one another having a meaningful 
experience.  Success is also defined by the numerous connections with other 
community members and success is achieved through the use of and celebration 
of everyone’s talents and gifts.  These “success” elements were present in all the 
events. The common element in all the articles is people.  Rygiel has always been 
fortunate to be a place of strong, committed, talented, caring people.  The stories 
tell about happiness and sadness, but, the truth is, that the stories really tell about 
the power of relationships.  It’s these relationships that have been the foundation 
for our work, the heart of the work and will be the response to ongoing needs. 
 
We invite you to continue your relationship with our agency and be part of the 
many “successes” lived each day. 

Donors: 
Rosewood Estates Winery 
Canoe Trading Co. 
Pat Mostacci 
Ryan Mascolo 
Lone Star 
Pure NV 
Theatre Aquarius 
Angela Sherman 

Cecelia Carter Smith 
Sam Shamson  
Gt French 
Fortinos 
Metro 
Sweet Paradise  
Niagara Image Gallery 
La Piazza Allegra  
Angels Gate Winery 

Volunteers: 
Mariola Celuch 
Barb Laboda  
Julie Walters  
Theresa Haworth 
Sonya Hazell 
Viola Galamini 
Domenic Galamini 
Anthony Galamini 
Dante Galamini 

Joanne Cimini 
Wioletta Gut 
Victoria Gut 
Greg Stec 
Bonni Scott 
Ian Wong 
Hannah Dabrawski Smith 
Abby Dabrawski Smith 
Paula Dillon Gerrow 
Laura Pinter  
Torre Telone 



John Baxter  
 

John has been with Rygiel for  
27 years.  For the last 10 years 
John has been a dedicated 
Director of Operations.  
 
What made you take a job with 
Rygiel? 
 

One of my part time jobs was 
being a driver for the DM Speer 
Bus Company in Hamilton. On 
occasion I would transport 
individuals from the Whitney 
location to day programs. I really enjoyed that and 
when I saw an opportunity to work for Rygiel  in 
the accounting department I applied for the job. 
 
Are there any important life lessons you have 
learned over the years? 
 

It is important to treat every person equally. I have 
continued to learn the importance of building 
relationships and  ensuring a culture of equality 
and respect.  
 
What will you do with retirement? 
 

Immediately following my last day at work I am 
flying to New Orleans and then onto cruise #36!  I 
hope to continue my passion for travel and have 
cruises booked up to 2020.  
 

Rygiel Retirees  
Slavica Basic 

 

 

Slavica has been a 
committed staff member 
at Rygiel for 44 years. 
Her dedication has 
brought Rygiel’s vision 
and mission into 
practice.  
 
What made you take a 
job with Rygiel? 
 

When I came to Canada 
in the 70s I thought it would be a good 
opportunity to help people. I began at Rygiel 9 
days after arriving in Canada.  
 
Why did you decide to continue your career 
with Rygiel? 
 

I stayed with Rygiel because it is a community 
filled with care, love and support.  I am lucky 
to have built strong relationships with people I 
have supported and many of my colleagues.  
 
What have been some of the highlights of 
your career with Rygiel? 
 

There were many highlights. The main one 
was supporting people to become part of the 
community, and move out of institutions into 
their homes. I also liked being able to mentor 
new staff and pass on my knowledge. 

Mother’s Day  
 

Mother’s day celebrations at 
Rygiel included an evening of 
gratitude for the wonderful 
mothers in our lives.  75 of 
Rygiel’s families, friends, staff, 
and of course, mothers, 
gathered on the Friday before 
mother’s day for dinner, dance, 
music and a fashion show. 
Mothers were honoured with 
flowers and pink champagne. 
Thank you to everyone inside 
and outside of the Rygiel 
community who contributed to 
this evening! 

 

35 Years  
Sonya Hazell 

 
20 Years 

Elzbieta Sokolowski 
Yasa Rajapakse 
Joan West 
Elizabeth Townsend 
Smilja Teofilovic 
Patricia Leach 

 
10 Years 

Marco Martorelli 
Rosemarie Thompson 
Sandiya Gunaratna 

Esperanza Cawil 
Miidzo Felicitas Zheke 
Elena Petre 
Lindsay Bye 
Jamie La Londe 
Faridah Namirembe 
Nilda Barcos 
Michelle Nugent-Wills 
Ernesto Garcia Ochoa 
Marceline Arkell 
Sarah MacDonald 
Maria Probola 
Wieslawa Borys 
Arnulfo Chiu 

Employee Recognition 
 
We thank each person for their dedicated service. 



Community Garden  

People with complex care needs will benefit from 
the changes to home care services in Ontario. 
Effective April 1, 2018 the government amended 
the home care service maximums set out in the 
Home Care and Community Services Act. The 
amendment increases the combined service 
maximum for homemaking and personal support 
services to 120 hours in a 30 day period. In 
addition, people with complex care needs are now 
defined under the regulation and exempt from the 
service maximum and nursing service maximums.  
Community Living Ontario expects that  this 
change will help an estimated 2,000 people in 
Ontario. 

Amendments to Home 
Care and Community 

Services Act 

Coming Soon! A project is underway at Rygiel’s 
Administration and Community Hub to build a 
community garden. We hope for this to be a 
truly accessible and welcoming place for Rygiel 
and Gilkson Community. Many partnerships are 
helping to make Rygiel’s Community Garden 
possible. First, we would like to thank Neighbour 
to Neighbour for partnering with us on their 
Hamilton Community Gardens Initiative. We 
would also like to give a sincere thank you The 
Rotary Club of Hamilton, for granting us the 
funds for a greenhouse to accompany the 
garden.  We will need your help to get started!! If 
you love gardening, building and spending time 
outdoors volunteer to help get our project 
started. For more information about volunteering 
with our Community Garden project please 
contact our Community Resources Facilitator, 
Alicia at  905-525-4747 extension 233, or 
adejong@rygiel.ca.  

This past April we 
said goodbye to a 
dear friend and 
member of the 
Rygiel Family, 
Sandy Isabel 
Valcic. Sandy 
became a part of 
Rygiel’s 
Community 
Participation in 1989. She was passionate about 
arts and birds, and sold her first painting to the 
Hamilton Aviary Club, where she loved to go and 
work and care for the  exotic birds.  Sandy was 
an inspiring person, a lover of nature and the 
outdoors.  While Sandy’s life was taken from us 
too soon, we will remember forever her positive 
personality, infectious laughter, and her beautiful 
smile. 

Rygiel Golf Tournament 
 
We had a busy 2017, now we are taking a 
break! Rygiel Homes Housing Corporation will 
not be having a Golf Tournament in 2018. 
Stayed tuned for next year! Keep in touch with 
our events through our website www.rygiel.ca   

 

The improvements to our Administrative and 
Community Hub continue. We sincerely  appreciate 
the Hamilton Future Fund for their decision to help 

improve 
our 
facility. 
and add 
a canopy 
to our 
back 
entrance.   

Remembering Sandy 

Home Gardening 

 

Andrew, David, Stephen and Christopher tending to 
their garden at home 

 

Weather Shelter 



Contact Us! 
 
For more information 
or to make a donation 
contact us at: 
 
Rygiel Supports for  
Community Living 
 
220 Cranbrook Drive 
Hamilton ON L9C 5V7 
 
905-525-4311 
 
www.rygiel.ca 

Engage With Us! 
 

There are many different ways to get involved with the Rygiel 
Community. We have several volunteer opportunities, including: 
community volunteer, garden volunteer, and fundraising and event 
volunteer opportunities. 
 
To make a donation or to hear about our Volunteer Opportunities 
please contact our Community Resource Facilitator, Alicia De Jong 
at extension 233, or adejong@rygiel.ca  
 

Are you a parent or sibling of a person who has a 
developmental disability?  Would you like to meet 
other families who have similar experiences? Would 
you like to hear information that is relevant to fami-
lies who have a family member with a developmental 
disability? 
Families 
Matter is an 
informal net-
work of fami-
lies.  Consid-
er coming to 
the Bar-B-Q. 
Sponsored 
by Commu-
nity Living 
Ontario 
Family En-
gagement 
Project.  
Hosted by 
Rygiel Sup-
ports for 
Community 
Living. 

 Dish sets 

 Microwaves 

 Commercial Blenders 

 Electronics; tablets, laptops 

 Flat screen TVs 

 Sun shelters; 10x10 minimum 

 Bath Towels 

 Gift cards for Walmart, The 

Bay and Shoppers Drug Mart 

Donation Wish List 


