Rygiel News
September 2017

Canada 150 Community BBQ
On July 21st, Rygiel hosted a celebratory BBQ with the help of a grant from
the Canada 150 fund provided by the City of Hamilton. The BBQ was a
great success, celebrating both Canada’s 150th birthday and Rygiel’s 50th
Anniversary. The event was upbeat thanks to the donated services of our
Karaoke DJ and the Cats Claws Face Painters for our young guests. The
Gilkson community rallied around us to help us spread the word. Our
donors include Paul and Adele’s No Frills, who supplied our hot dogs. Our
raffle prizes were donated by some favourite local businesses in the Gilkson
community including Paradise Subs, Lemongrass Vietnamese Restaurant,
and One Small Step Children’s Shoe Store.
In recognition of our 50th Anniversary, we planted a commemorative tree on
the northeast side of the building, generously donated by Satellite Gardens.
After the tree planting, we all gathered around the flag pole on the
southwest side of the building to raise the Canadian flag and sing the
Canadian National Anthem.

Bishop Douglas Crosby Visits Rygiel
This month, His Excellency Bishop Crosby and
Jim Long (Director of Finance and Admin) visited Rygiel’s Administration Center to see the
James A .Hansen gym that was re-done with
the support of the generous donation from the
Catholic Diocese. During the visit our in-house
musicians entertained our guests. Steven,
presented Bishop Crosby with a plaque of appreciation. The visit ended with coffee and
desserts, made by the folks in our cooking program. We are sincerely grateful for the support
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Hamilton.
Bishop Douglas Crosby and Steven
(Person supported)

Message from the
Executive Director
Rygiel embraces the
value and
qualities of
community.
This is
evident in
our name,
vision, beliefs.
Community means
coming together with
and/or building
commonality.
As you read this
edition, you will see our
beliefs in action. The
stories highlight the
common interest of
wanting to belong, of
mutual respect and the
interest in one
another's well-being.
The exchanges build
an inclusive, strong
community.

Our Vision
Every person we support
will have a full
and meaningful life,
which means having a
home, relationships
of all kinds,
and a variety of
socially valued roles.

The Hamilton Future Fund
Thanks to the Hamilton Future Fund, Rygiel’s rear parking lot
has been expanded and paved, along with the front parking lot.
The next project that the fund will cover is a canopy at the back
entrance of our building to protect individuals and their support
from the weather elements as they get off or on a vehicle. We
are grateful to the surrounding Gilkson and Riddell community
for their endorsement, and sincerely appreciate the Hamilton
Future Fund Committee for their decision to help us continue to
improve our center.
Artist rendering.

Rygiel’s Recent Retirees
Calling All Soup
Lovers

Pat Badgerow
31 years

Wanda Latus
13 years

Faye Clark
44 years

Elena Cirnigliaro
34 years

Thank you
to all these women
for their dedicated service
which enhanced life for the
people they served

Marlyn Reyna
10 yrs, 9 mths

Enjoy a bowl of
Broccoli and
Cauliflower soup at
our upcoming Bazaar.

Pre-order home-made
Broccoli and
Cauliflower soup for
$4 per bowl
Halina Ziolek
13 years

All orders to be in to
Alicia De Jong by
November 1,2017
adejong@rygiel.ca or
905-525-4747 x 233

Merlyn Jose
17 years

Velma Crumblehulme
25 years

In Memory of James
Anthony Hansen

Debbie

Further to the tribute to James Hansen, as
set out in the previous edition of Rygiel
News, we are saddened by his passing this
summer. Jim has left a legacy that will
have lasting value to the goals of building
inclusive communities

A Visit from the
Federal Minister of
Labour
In July The Federal Labour Minister,
The Honorable Patty Hajdu, and HWAD
Member of Parliament Filomena Tassi,
visited us in action and to hear from
students and hear their perspective on
the value of the government program for
our summer students. While on their
visit, Honorable Patty Hajdu and MP
Tassi participated in student led Yoga
with our people supported. After that,
they visited with people in one of
Rygiel’s homes.

Left to Right: Christopher
(Person Supported),
Summer Student, Donna
Marcaccio (ED), Krystyna
(staff) Honorable Patty
Hajdu, Filomena Tassi
(MP Hamilton West),
Bettina (Person
Supported)

The Future of Rolston
Community
Our neighbouring community, the Rolston
Neighbourhood, will soon be experiencing
a change. Through various partnerships
with businesses, governments and local
non profit organizations such as Rygiel, is
working to become a stronger and
healthier community. Rygiel Supports for
Community
Living
is
among
the
instrumental non profits that are consulting
on the plans for the Rolston community.
Our role has been to recommend changes
that need to be made to the park to ensure
everyone’s access and safety. As a result,
the Neighbourhood Action Strategy
includes a plan to create a park wide path
through Captain Cornelius Park and
surrounding forest.

Rygiel’s Summer Students
We are, once again, the
beneficiaries of the Human
Resources
Development
Canada summer student
program. The students who
attend
various
post
secondary schools around
Ontario, provide assistance to
people we support to pursue
summer leisure opportunities
such as attending local festivals, day trips, etc. We also
have students assigned to administration and maintenance
departments.
At the end of August our students, staff and people
supported celebrated the end of summer with a pool party
and BBQ.

In Memory
Robert “Bobby” Fournier
Bobby Fournier passed away July 5th,
2017. Bobby was a kind-hearted and
lovable person. He was always welcoming
his guests to his home with, a warm
greeting and a handshake. Family and
friends were everything to Bobby. He
cherished every moment he spent with the
people he loved. Some of Bobby’s favourite
things were sports, The Young and The Restless, and
Timmies. Rygiel is honoured to have him as part of our
family, and to have provided support for Bobby for 10
years. Bobby’s laughter and warm personality will forever
be in our hearts.

Richard Olinyk
In early September, 2017, we said goodbye to Richard
‘Oly’ Olinyk. Richard enjoyed the simple things in life,
like coffee and chocolate. He challenged people to love
each other just as they are, and appreciate the small
things in life that bring us joy. We will miss his humour
and ability to challenge us to change for the better.
Richard inspired a desire to make a positive change for
people with disabilities. His friends at Rygiel will miss his
laughter and inspiration.

Upcoming:

Contact Us!

What is a Home workshop:
October 24, 2017

For more information or to
make a donation contact
us at:

What is a Meaningful Day workshop:
October 25 & 26, 2017
For more information about the above events contact: Alicia
DeJong at adejong@rygiel.ca or 905-525-4747 ext. 233

Rygiel Supports for
Community Living

Our office will be closed November 13, 2017 to acknowledge
Remembrance Day.

220 Cranbrook Drive
Hamilton ON L9C 5V7

We are accepting donations for the
Bazaar!
Please have donations in by November 15, 2017

Raffle Prizes, Penny Sale Items valued at $20 or less
Contact Alicia De Jong at 905-525-4747 ex. 233 or
adejong@rygiel.ca

905-525-4311
www.rygiel.ca

